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Third Grade Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RL 1 Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers. (Q1-Q4)  
 
Student Friendly: 
I can ask and answer questions and 
use the text to support my answer. 

Students will: 

 Show an understanding before reading, while reading, and 
after reading a text in order to figure out the main ideas of a 
text. 

 Understand and explain what is directly stated in a text by 
citing specific details and examples from the text. 

 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text. 

 Locate evidence in the text to support their answers. 

 Make predictions and connections and draw inferences and 
conclusions about a text. 

 Select only relevant evidence from a text when responding 
orally or in writing to questions about a specific text. 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Use different colored highlighters to identify different 
answers to “wh” questions. 

 Use the RACE strategy: 
Restate, answer, cite evidence and explain 

 Use close reading strategies and annotations.  
 

 

Instructional Vocabulary: 
Question 
Text 
Summarize 
Explicitly stated 
“right there” 
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Reading Standards 

G
ra

d
e 

C
lu

st
e

r 

St
an

d
ar

d
 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RL 2 Recount stories, including fables, 
folktales, and myths from diverse 
cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral and 
explain how it is conveyed key details 
in the text.  
 
Student Friendly: 
I can summarize the message of 
Fables, Folktales and Myths and 
prove my thinking using key details 
from the text. 
 
 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain the differences between literary 
texts, including types of stories poems, and plays.  

 Understand and explain the plot features of fables, folktales, 
and mythology.  

 Understand and explain the difference between important 
and minor details and events from the beginning, middle and 
end of a text. 

 Retell, paraphrase, and summarize all or parts of a text orally 
and in writing. 

 Understand and explain the elements of a story (e.g., 
characters, setting, plot, etc.). 

 Identify details and events in a text in order to determine the 
lesson, message, or moral. 

 Understand the difference between a text’s main idea and its 
lesson, message, or moral. 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Create anchor charts that list characteristics of Fables, 
Folktales and/or Myths. 

 Use a Thinking Map (Double Bubble, and/or Brace Map) to 
compare and contrast Fables, Folktales and/or Myths. 

 Use a Thinking Map (Flow Map) to identify beginning, middle 
and end of story. 

 Use  Readers Theater to teach the moral or lesson. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Recount/retell 

 Fable 

 Folktale 

 Myth/mythology 

 Diverse/diversity 

 Cultures 

 Message 

 Lesson 

 Moral 

 Important 

 Summary  

 Key details 

 Author’s Purpose 
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Third Grade Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RL 3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., 
traits, motivations, or feelings) and 
explains how their actions contribute 
to the sequence of events. 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can analyze characters in a story 
and prove why their actions affect 
the sequence of events 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain the traits of a specific character, 
including his or her physical traits, behavior, thoughts, words, 
and interactions with other characters. 

 Form conclusions and make inferences about characters in a 
text. 

 Refer to the text for support when forming conclusions and 
making inferences about the characters in a text. 

 Understand and explain how an author directly or indirectly 
explains a character’s traits. 

 Understands and explains how the actions of characters 
connect to the development of the plot. 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Use a Thinking Map (Bubble Map) to describe character 
traits. 

 Use a Thinking Map (Flow Map) to sequence events. 

 Use a Thinking Map (Multi-flow) to show cause and effect 
relationships. 

 Use an anchor chart to describe character traits (physical 
verses internal traits). 

 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Describe/description 

 Characters 

 Character traits 

 Character motivations 

 Character feelings 

 Actions 

 Sequence 

 Events 

 Plots 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RL 4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
distinguishing literal from non-literal 
language. 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can use context clues to determine 
the meanings of literal and non-literal 
words or phrases in different literary 
text. 

Students will: 

 Use sentence level context as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase in a text. 

 Determine the meaning of a new word formed when a 
known affix is added to a known root word. 

 Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an 
unknown word with the same root. 

 Understand and explain the literal and non-literal meanings 
of words and phrases in a text. 

 Understand and explain why an author chooses specific 
words and phrases in a text. 

 Use beginning reference tools to determine the meaning of 
key words and phrases in a text. 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Draw pictures of literal and non-literal phrases. 

 Use a Thinking Map (Bridge Map). 

 Use an anchor chart to create a list of root words. 

 Be word detectives using highlighters to find word clues. 
 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 literal 

 non-literal 

 figurative language 

 Idiom 

 personification 
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Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RL 5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas and 
poems when writing or speaking 
about a text, using terms such as 
chapter, scene, and stanza; describe 
how each successive part builds on 
earlier sections. 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can identify parts of stories, dramas, 
and poems. 
 

Students will: 

 Read a wide variety of texts in order to differentiate between 
the various text features. 

 Learn the terms associated with structure (e.g., chapter, 
scene, stanza, etc.). 

 Notice structural elements in a literary text (e.g., chapter, 
scenes, stanza, etc.). 

 Analyze the details and events within the structural elements 
of a literary text (e.g., chapters, scenes, stanzas, etc.). 

 Describe how each structural element in a text (e.g., 
chapters, scenes, stanzas, etc.) builds on the one before it, 
for meaning. 

 Understand and explain the relationship between events in 
different parts of a text (e.g., cause and effect, problem and 
solution, etc.). 

Teacher Strategies: 

 During read alouds teacher will use instructional vocabulary 
to identify chapter, scene, and stanzas. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Stories 

 Dramas 

 Poems 

 Chapter 

 Scene 

 Stanza 

 Successive 

 Cause and effect 

 Problem/Solution 
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Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RL 6 Distinguish their own point of view 
from that of the narrator or those of 
the characters.  
 
Student Friendly: 
I can differentiate my point of view 
from the narrator or character.  
I can determine the author’s purpose 
for writing the story. 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain the difference between characters in 
a text and a narrator. 

 Understand and explain the difference between the narrator 
and the author of a text. 

 Analyze how the narrator has particular feelings about 
characters, settings, and events in a text. 

 Understand and explain that their point of view a s a reader 
can be different from that of the character’s or narrator’s 
point of view in a text. 

 Recognize and use key details from a text in order to 
determine the author’s purpose for writing the text, and the 
message/lesson/moral the author wants the reader to 
receive from the text.  

Teacher Strategies: 

 Use a Thinking Map (Double Bubble Map) to compare and 
contrast students point of view from narrator’s or characters 
point of view. 

 During read alouds teacher will include discussion regarding 
the narrator and/or character point of view, (“Who’s telling 
the story?” and “How do you know?”). 

 Make an anchor chart for PIE (Persuade, Inform and 
Entertain), describing the author’s purpose. 
 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Point of View 

 Opinion 

 Objectivity 

 Perspective 

 Interpretation 

 Narrator 

 Evaluation 

 Persuade 

 Inform 

 Entertain 
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Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RL 10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including 
stories, drama, and poetry, at the 
high end of the grade 2-3 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

Students will: 

 Practice attentive reading of assigned text and independent 
text choices. 

 Read a wide variety of texts. 

 Self-monitor and self-correct when reading a text. 

 Select specific texts that challenge them as a reader. 
 
Lexile Band: 
When choosing reading passages throughout the year, keep in 
mind that the 2nd-3rd grade Lexile band is 450-790.  
 
 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Stories 

 Poems 

 Drama  
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Third Grade Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RI 1 Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers. (Q1-Q4) 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can ask and answer questions and 
use the text to support my answer. 
 

Students will: 

 Explain the main idea (either explicit or inferred) of a text. 

 Use evidence from the text to support their opinions about 
the text. 

 Select relevant evidence from a text when responding either 
orally or in writing to questions about a specific text. 

 Understand and explain what is directly stated in a text in 
order to support their answers to questions about a specific 
text. 
 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Use different colored highlighters to identify different 
answers to “wh” questions. 

 Use the RACE strategy: 
Restate, answer, cite evidence and explain 

 Use close reading strategies and annotations. 

 Use sentence starter, “I know this because….”, students 
become text detectives. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 main idea 

 evidence 

 support for answers 

 summarize 

 “right there” 

 “search and find” 
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Third Grade Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RI 2 Determine the main idea of a text; 
recount the key details and explain 
how they support the main idea.  
 
Student Friendly: 
I can connect key details to the main 
idea/s of the text. 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain the difference between a topic and 
an idea.  

 Differentiate key details from minor details in an  
informational text.  

 Understand and explain how key details support the main 
idea.  

 Determine the main idea of individual paragraphs or sections 
of a text.  

 Determine the main idea by either identifying explicitly 
stated ideas or inferring implied ideas. 

 Connect inferred and/or explicitly stated ideas from across 
the text to determine a main idea.   

 
Teacher Strategies: 

 Use a variety of informational/Expository text; articles, 
textbooks, atlas, web based articles, etc. 

 Use a Thinking Map (Tree Map)to identify main idea and 
details. 

 Use an anchor chart to distinguish key details that support 
the main idea from minor details. 

 Use highlighters to identify main ideas and details. 
 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Main Idea 

 Key Details 

 Recount 
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Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RI 3 Describe the relationship between a 
series of historical events, scientific 
ideas or concepts, or steps in 
technical procedures in a text, using 
language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect.  
 
Student Friendly: 
I can sequence events and 
understand the cause and effect 
relationship between events, ideas or 
concepts in a text. 

Students will: 

 Connect and explain the different types of relationships in a 
text (e.g. chronology, sequence, and cause/effect). 

 Understand the use of text features and organizational 
structures in a text. 

 Use information and language from a text to explain an 
event, idea, or concept in a text.  

 Use specific language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect.  

 Determine the reasons for interactions between elements of 
a text (e.g., is one thing meant to show contrast to the other 
complement it, explain it, etc.). 

 Understand and explain how or why historical events, 
scientific ideas, or “how to” procedures happen and use the 
text to support their answers.   

Teacher Strategies: 

  Use a Thinking Map (Multi-Flow Map) to demonstrate cause 
and effect relationship in the text. 

 Use an anchor text to identify different text features. 

 Use a Thinking Map (Flow Map) to sequence events. 

 Use a cycle chart (e.g., life cycle, rock cycle) to show the 
cyclical process. 

 Use highlighters to highlight time order words; first, second, 
next, after, before, etc. 

 Use the “Somebody, Wanted, But, So” strategy. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Answers  

 Historical Events 

 Key Ideas 

 Relationships 

 Main Idea 

 Cause/effect 

 Semantic Feature Analysis 

 Procedures 

 Questions 

 Scientific concepts 

 Sequence 
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Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RI 4 Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 3 topic or subject area (Q1-Q4). 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can use context clues to determine 
the meaning of words or phrases in 
different information text. 

Students will: 

 Use sentence level context clues to figure out the meaning of 
unknown words and phrases in a text. 

 Determine the meaning of a new word formed when a 
known affix is added to a known root word. 

 Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an 
unknown word with the same root. 

 Consult reference materials to determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

 Understand and explain the literal and nonliteral meaning of 
words and phrases in context. 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Use a graphic organizer; Frayer Model. 

 Use an anchor chart to create a list of root words, and types 
of context clues. 

 Be word detectives using highlighters to find word clues. 
 

 
 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 academic words 

 domain-specific words 

 research 

 reasons 

 space-order words 

 words in context 
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Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RI 5 Use text features and search tools 
(e.g. key words, sidebars and 
hyperlinks) to locate information 
relevant to a given topic efficiently. 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can apply concepts of organizational 
features to find information in 
expository text and electronic search 
tool. 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain how text features clarify the 
information in a text. 

 Use text features both digitally and in a text to assist 
understanding. 

 Use key words to focus their search as well as sidebars and 
hyperlinks to locate information relevant to a given topic. 

 Locate and use information from various electronic sources 
to discuss or write about a given topic. 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Create an anchor chart showing text features. 

 Conduct a scavenger hunt where students locate text 
feature. 

 Compare and contrast different texts on the same topic; 
“Why did author choose this text feature?”  

 Use Science and Social Studies topics having students create 
projects using a variety of text features. 

 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 academic words 

 domain-specific words 

 research 

 reasons 

 space-order words 

 words in context 

 Table of Contents 

 Headings  

 Captions 

 Diagrams 

 Bold Prints 

 Sidebars 

 Glossary 

 Key words 

 Index 

 Search tools 

 Hyperlinks 
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Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RI 6 Distinguish their own point of view 
from that of the author of a text.  
 
Student Friendly: 
I can differentiate my point of view 
from the author’s point of view 
I can determine the author’s purpose 
for writing the topic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain the author’s directly-stated or 
implied point of view about the topic of a text (e.g., by 
looking at punctuation choices, specific language, etc.). 

 Express their personal point of view about the topic of a text. 

 Compare and contrast their opinion with that of the author.   
 
Teacher Strategies: 

 Use a Thinking Map (Double Bubble Map) to compare and 
contrast students point of view from author’s point of 
view/purpose. 

 During read alouds teacher will include discussion regarding 
the author’s point of view/purpose, (“What is the purpose?” 
and “How do you know?”) 

 Make an anchor chart for PIE (Persuade, Inform and 
Entertain), describing the author’s purpose. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Idea 

 Opinion 

 Point of View 

 Persuade 

 Inform 

 Entertain 

 Topic 

 Position 

 Author 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RI 10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend informational text, 
including history/social studies, 
science and technical texts, at the 
high end of the grade 2-3 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently.  
 
Student Friendly: 
I can read and understand 3rd grade 
informational text by myself. 

Students will: 

 Read a wide variety of text, including a variety of 
history/social studies, science and technical texts. 

 Choose texts from multiple genres, cultures and historical 
periods. 

 Demonstrate an understanding complex, informational 
text with diverse content, perspectives and time period 

 
Lexile Band: 
When choosing reading passages throughout the year, keep in 
mind that the 2nd-3rd grade Lexile band is 450-790. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 comprehend 

 informational text 

 nonfiction 

 technical 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RF 3 Know and apply grade-level phonics 
and word analysis skills in decoding 
words. 
(a) Identify and know the meaning of 

the most common prefixes and 
derivational suffixes 

(b) Decode words with common 
Latin suffixes  

(c) Decode multi-syllable words.  
(d) Read grade-appropriate 

irregularly spelled words  
 

Student Friendly: 
(a) I can find and tell the meanings of 
most common prefixes and suffixes. 
(b) I can read words with common 
Latin suffixes. 
(c)  I can read words with more than 
one syllable. 
(d)  I can read third grade words that 
aren’t spelled the way they sound. 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain the meaning of most common 
prefixes and suffixes. 

 Understand that when an affix is added to a root word, the 
affix will change the meaning of the entire word. 

 Apply knowledge of roots and common suffixes in order to 
decode and define words. 

 
1st Q prefixes and suffixes: 
Prefixes: 
re-, pre-, un-, dis-, mis-,  
Suffixes: 
-ful, -al, -ly, -er, -or, -less, -ness, -ist 
 
2nd Q prefixes and suffixes: 
Prefixes: 
non-, ex-, bi-, tri-, de- 
Suffixes: 
-ation, -ity, -ment, -tion, -ous, ,  -ible, -able 
 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 syllable 

 word analysis 

 decoding 

 irregular spelling words 

 derivational suffixes 

 multi-syllable 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

3 RF 4 Read with sufficient accuracy and 
fluency to support comprehension. 
(a) Read on-level text with purpose 

and understanding. 
(b) Read grade-level prose and 

poetry orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression 
on successive readings. 

(c) Use context to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

Student Friendly: 
(a)  I can fluently read and 
understand books at my level. 
(b)  I can read third grade books and 
poems aloud like a teacher would 
read them. 
(c) I can use what I understand from 
my reading to help me figure out or 
correct words I am having trouble 
reading. 

Students will: 

 Adjust reading rate according to the purpose of the reading. 

 Demonstrate fluent reading in order to comprehend a text. 

 Practice multiple readings of a familiar text. 

 Read a variety of texts with expression and appropriate 
volume according to the context in which it is read. 

 Demonstrate appropriate phrasing by paying attention to 
sentence patterns and structures. 

 Notice punctuation as a cue to expression. 

 Use context clues and visual clues to guide self-correction.  
 
Instructional Suggestions: 

 Teacher Read-Alouds  

 Small group reading instruction 

 Read Naturally for fluency (Teacher Resource – District 

Shared Drive) 

 Six Minute Solution (Teacher Resource – District Shared 

Drive) 

 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 fluency 

 prosody 

 accuracy 

 rate 

 automaticity 

 expression  

 tone 

 phrasing/phrases/clauses/ 
meaningful chunks 

 oral reading 

 repeated reading 

 choral reading 

 partner reading 

 Words correct per minute 

 

 


